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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Hopefully, this newsletter finds you and your family well during this 
holiday season.  I love this time of year -- people smile a bit more freely, 
with a bit more warmth, and likely mean it a bit more.    

There is a magic within the air – while some may speculate that it is the 
holiday music or the decorations that set the wonderful atmosphere, for 
me, another explanation is preferable.  The holidays remind us that we are 
responsible for one another, and during this time of year we try a bit 
harder to rise to the message of the season.  

Or, as film reviewer James Berardinelli wrote in his critique of It’s a 
Wonderful Life… 

 “..it effectively touches upon one basic truth of life that we 
all would like to believe -- that each of us, no matter how 
apparently insignificant, has the power to make a 
difference, and that the measure of our humanity has 
nothing to do with fame or money, but with how we live our 
life on a day-to-day basis.” 

We gain hope for ourselves when Scrooge is transformed, and when 
George Baily realizes that he is indeed the “richest man in town.”   This is 
the enduring message we wish to share with our children.   
 
Please accept my best wishes for this holiday season – may you and your 
family be blessed with the wonder of the season and with peace, joy and 
“riches.”    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Peter Osroff 



UPDATE: 
 
Nancy Doda:  
 
Dr. Nancy Doda, our restructuring consultant, will meet with parents for 
an informal question and answer forum on December 13th at 12:15 pm - 
1:40 pm in the MS library.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to stop by the library.   
 
Homework on the Web:   
 
Over a dozen teachers continue to pilot this new trial program.  We 
anticipate all teachers will be using this communication tool on our return 
to school in January.   After this time, if you need an assignment, please 
check the teacher’s Web page.  Go to the Middle School web page 
(http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/), select the department link, 
then select your child’s teacher. 
 
Progress Reports: 
 
As you are aware, we implemented computerized Progress Reports as a 
regular update.  We will continue to fine-tune this new report which you 
will receive approximately five weeks before the end of each quarter. 
 
Department Grading Policies: 
 
We have asked our teachers to create tentative department grading 
policies. These broad guidelines should be viewed as works-in-progress 
that will be revisited as part of our restructuring process.  

 
 

Department Grading Policies 
 

                                         ENGLISH 
 

Quizzes, Tests, & Projects  (written & oral)  90% 
 

No fewer than three major evaluations per quarter, including 
  projects and presentations. 

 
Homework/Classwork/Incentives    10% 

 
Policies and procedures to be developed by each teacher.            

 
                         
 
 
 



                                 MATHEMATICS 
   

Quarter Grades 
 

Tests, quizzes, & other assessments   90% 
Class participation     10% 

 
7th Grade – Final Grades 

 
Final Exam       10% 
Each quarter      22.5% 

 
8th Grade – Final Grades  

 
Final Exam       20% 
Each quarter      20% 

 
 SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
 Assessments including tests, quizzes,  
               notebooks & DBQ’s     50 – 60% 

Term Projects      15% 
Homework       20% - 25% 
Class Participation     5% 

 
SCIENCE 

 
Tests & Quizzes      75% 
Homework       10% 
Labs        10% 
Classwork/Participation     5% 

 
WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
Tests, quizzes, projects     70% 
Homework, class work, class participation  30% 

 
                                            

Homework Volume: 
 
Research supports the position that a middle school child should not be 
spending more than two hours doing homework on a given evening.  This 
translates into a maximum of twenty to twenty-five minutes for each 
subject on a typical day.  Of course, there will be times when additional 
homework time is appropriate – for example, studying for an exam, music 
practice, project completion, etc.  As a general rule, two hours should be 
viewed as the maximum.  This is true whether a child is in a “regular” or 
“honors” class since developmentally a middle school child cannot handle 



a greater volume of work.  A child within an “honors” class should be 
challenged for no more than two hours at an “honors” level, while a child 
not in honors should be challenged for no more than two hours at his/her 
own developmental level.  We know that children, regardless of their 
intelligence, are still children with the same social-emotional needs.  Kids 
need time to be kids.   
 
Therefore, if you find your child is consistently spending more time on 
homework, please speak with his/her classroom teacher.  In this way, the 
teacher can assess if there is too much class homework volume, or if 
there are organizational or learning issues that are specific to your child. 
 
Exam Schedule: 
 
Teachers will continue to respect the test schedule by department and will 
view a “quiz” as an exam for this purpose if they announce it in advance.   

Day One:  English, Math, WRS 7, Health 7, Computers 8, Art 8 and 
Writing Workshop 

Day Two: World Language, Science, Social Studies, Tech 7 & 8, Home 
and Careers 7 & 8  

Extra Help Schedule: 

Teachers have been asked, when possible, to adhere to the extra-help (day 
by department) schedule. This schedule helps ensure that students do not 
have conflicts when they wish to attend extra help.   Also, teachers will 
update their Extra Help Schedule on their Web page once it becomes 
operational. Of course, since several teachers teach different subjects and 
levels, they cannot always adhere to this schedule. Also, teachers often seek 
to fine-tune their extra-help schedule by having their assistance fall on the 
day before or the morning of an exam.   

Tuesday – Science, Health Ed, and World Language 

Wednesday – Social Studies and Mathematics 

Thursday – English 

Sixth Grade – as organized by cluster 

BRAVE Program: 

We are pleased to announce that we will be participating in the LIJ - North 
Shore Mental Health Alliance’s “Bully Reduction Anti Violence Education” 
(BRAVE) program.  This is a multi-year, research based program that aims at 
changing the culture within a school.  Traditionally, anti-bullying programs 
focused on the bully and victim – punishing the bully and supporting the child 
that is victimized.   However, the research shows that this alone is insufficient 



– most bullying takes place outside the eyes and ears of adults and is often 
more subtle.  It is only when we help students identify the many types of 
bullying behavior, create and nurture empathy for the child being bullied, and 
then empower the bystanders to intervene with appropriate intervention 
techniques, is there a reduction in bullying coupled with a change in school 
culture.  The key is in the transformation of our school culture into one that 
does not tolerate bullying/teasing from peers.  Once the culture is rejecting of 
bullying, bullying is reduced.   

The program will begin with our current sixth grade and expand into seventh 
grade next year.  Over a three-year period, all students will encounter the full 
program and thereby help change the culture of the school.   The research is 
clear that cultural change is a multi-year process – it is for this reason that we 
will be starting with the sixth grade.  (We will not bypass bullying in the higher 
grades – alternative programs will be provided for these students as the 
BRAVE program is implemented over three years.)  

Returning Exams: 

The NYS Education Commissioner’s regulations are quite clear – 
parents/guardians have a right to see all test questions with the student’s 
answer sheet.  Please remind your child’s teacher if you do not receive a 
copy of  an exam.    

Theme - Standing Together: 

We have been continuing with our theme of Standing Together.   Every 
morning, our students participate in the Pledge of Allegiance, the National 
Anthem, and hear a reflective quotation. We are now planning on moving 
ahead with other integrative approaches: 

• Peer Mediation – Dr. Mannion, our school psychologist, will be leading 
the effort on reinstituting this conflict resolution program. The planning 
for this program is already underway.  

• Mission Statement:  As part of our restructuring effort, we are working 
on revising our school’s mission statement.  The emphasis will be on 
shared responsibility, cooperative effort, academic achievement and 
treating others in a caring and respectful manner.  As soon as it’s 
completed, we will publish it in the newsletter and place it in every 
classroom.    

New Food Service: 

Our district has a new food service company that meets the needs of our 
students.   A representative will be available for an upcoming PTA meeting to 
explain the positive changes. 

 



Middle School Calendar: 

Please remember that our monthly calendar is available every month on our 
Web page even if there is not a newsletter that month. 

Academic Support Center (Homework): 

This program was created for children needing assistance beyond the scope 
of regular “extra help.” Please speak with your child’s guidance counselor to 
see if this program is right for your child.   

Social Center Club: 

Interest in this new group, to help our children with socialization skills, has 
exceeded our expectations.   

Academic Intervention Services: 

We are providing assistance to students who need additional help to prepare 
for state assessment exams.  Please speak with your child’s counselor if you 
desire additional information. 

Restructuring: 

As we have been exploring restructuring, I have been meeting with all school 
community constituency groups.  Their concerns are noted below: 

Restructuring Concerns 
Issues listed under each constituency group should not be viewed as 

exclusive to that group 
 
Constituency                                 Major Issues 
 
PTA                Enhance Sense of Caring Community 
                         Enhanced Communication between 
                            School and Parents 
                                  Academic Excellence for All 

         Ensure Social/Emotional Health of all Children 
                                   Choices for Students/Parents 
                                   Explore Interests/Strengths/Gifts 
 
SEPTA                Inclusion 
                              Differentiated Instruction 
                               Enhanced Communication between Parents,  
                               Classroom Teachers and SE Instructional Staff 
                              Subject Specific Support Classes for all children 
 
Challenge/PAG  Opportunities for Advanced Level Classes  
(Honors)             High Academic Expectations 
 



Teachers        Build in Structural Opportunities to  
                              Communicate with Colleagues 
                              Flexibility in Teaching and Schedule 
                              Curriculum/Assessment  Pressures 
                               Impact of Restructuring on Staffing – New 
                               Elective Areas 
                               Concerns about Restructuring Emphasis 
                              on Instructional Change  
 
Our Middle School Restructuring Committee recently met and reached a 
general consensus on a few core ideas. These include: 

• We will offer accelerated Math and Science in the 7th and 8th grades.  
We will make recommendations, not assignments, to parents 
regarding placement of their children. These recommendations will be 
based on valid criteria, most importantly the recommendation of the 6th 
grade teachers.    

• Teams will be heterogeneous.  Each team should have the same 
approximate number of accelerated classes and special needs 
children.  

• Consultant teachers and teacher aides will be assigned to specific 
teams – this co-teacher model will result in a streamlined structure that 
will facilitate communication and differentiated instruction for all 
children on a team.    

We will incorporate teaming in the 7th and 8th grades next school year.  Teams 
will consist of four teachers (English, Math, Social Studies and Science) and 
each teamed teacher will teach four teamed classes.  For the fifth daily 
teaching period, teamed teachers will teach either a subject-specific support 
class, (Math 7 Support, Science 8 Support, etc.) or an elective.  Optimally, 
electives will be developed from teacher and student interest.   

Electives will serve several purposes: 

• Opportunities for subject enrichment. 

• Opportunities for exploration of new topics/subjects. 

• Opportunities to expand the concept of “gifted” into non-
traditional spheres (Philosophy of Multiple Intelligences) such 
as art, music, physical education, affective domain, etc. 

• Opportunities within the school day to take subject-specific 
support classes (and other support services) without 
interfering with state mandated subjects. 



We anticipate that sixth graders will complete the state required 
courses English, Math, Social Studies, Science, World Language, 
Health, Technology, Physical Education, and Home & Careers.  

We anticipate seventh grade students will be able to select one 
elective class (alternate day for the year) while eighth grade students 
will be able to select two or three electives.   

Some elective titles (Seventh and Eighth grade) may include: 

• Enrichment Social Studies/English (Challenge equivalent), 
Math/Science Research, Humanities/Social Science Research, 
Creative Writing, Mystery Writing, Science Fiction, Community 
Service Learning, Computer Applications, Journalism, History 
at the Movies, The Law and School, Hot Topics in MST (Math, 
Science, Technology), Debate, etc. 

Teams will have a daily “Team Meeting Period” during which team 
members will discuss team issues.  Specific topics by weekday 
may also be structured.  PPS support staff will attend, as needed, 
the team meetings.     

Some topics may include: 

• Individual student achievement and concerns. 

• Team interdisciplinary approaches and projects. 

• Coordination of curriculum, projects and homework.. 

• New didactic/pedagogic techniques. 

• Parent Conferences. 

Teachers will start their team coordination and training this current 
school year.  Workshops in differentiated instruction will be ongoing.  
Also, teachers will develop new curriculum guides over the summer.  
We are all excited about providing our students with these new 
opportunities.   

We will require students to take certain subjects above the minimum 
state requirements.  We anticipate that these subjects will include: 
Art, Music, Health, Computer Applications, and Critical Reading and 
Writing.   

The six grade cluster structure will not change – teams will consist of  
three teachers for core subjects (English Language Arts, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies).   



The PAG (Gifted) Program will continue as an optional alternate-day 
enrichment-advisory class and held during “zero” period (before 
school).   This class will be taught by the current PAG teacher. 

           Brief Announcements: 

Food Deliveries: 

We are asking parents not to bring to school fast food orders for their 
children.  We thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Enhanced Security: 

In addition to our front-door security person, we will provide 
supervision at the Cherry Valley entrance from 8:00 – 8:30 AM.  After 
this time, the door will be locked and entry will be allowed only 
through the staffed main entrance door.  Thank you for your 
cooperation as we work towards enhancing security for our students.      

Staff Appreciation Day: 

We send a special thank you to the PTA for the WONDERFUL 
decorations and food throughout the day!  It is so appreciated.  We 
understand why our students are so special – it’s because they have 
such wonderful families!   

Dropping off Items at the Main Office: 

As we are all aware, every middle school child has at some time 
forgotten something at home.  Often, it’s a lunch that was left on a 
counter or in the refrigerator.   Please let your child know that if 
he/she forgets lunch, or any item, he/she should first stop by the main 
office to check the counter.  By having students remember to come 
by the office, we may cut down on the number of interruptions for 
deliveries.  Right now, we make over ten calls into classrooms during 
the lunch periods.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

               Spanish Fashion Show at Garden City Middle School: 

On November 26 and November 27, seventh grade students in Mrs. 
Porter’s Spanish class put on a fashion show.  This activity was the 
culmination of their two week study of clothing and colors in Spanish.  
Students worked with a partner for the show and each took the part 
of the model and commentator.  Students were told to invent an 
identity for their model.  Then they had to think of an interesting outfit 
to model for the class.  Students were told that in order to make the 
show “lively” the models should put together hilarious outfits 
complete with wigs, funny hats, and props. 

On the day of the fashion show the students brought in their own 
music and walked down the “runway.”  When they were finished, their 



partner described, in Spanish, the outfit they were wearing.  They 
were told to include the names of the articles of clothing, colors, 
sizes, materials, cost of the articles of clothing and where this outfit 
could or should be worn.  Mrs. Porter used an evaluation rubric to 
grade the students on their use of class time for preparation, 
costumes, props and music, content of required elements, use of and 
correctness of Spanish, presentation and creativity.  

Guidance Update: 

We are happy to announce that our Guidance Department is up and 
running on the Garden City Middle School “Web” page.  Please “click” 
on to this site.  Mr. Tumminello, the 6th grade Guidance Counselor was 
instrumental in formatting this page. 

This guidance page has been divided into three instructive links for 
parents, students and a general “info” center.  The parent and 
student links offer sites that are informative and instructional.  They 
will be constantly added to and updated.  The “Info Center” will keep 
you updated as to guidance events, schedules, and will periodically 
“feature” information about common childhood issues. 

As always, if you need to get in touch with anyone in our guidance 
department, please call 294-3068. 

Congratulations to Student - Juliana Nesi! 

Juliana is the local winner of the “Ordinary Heroes” contest 
sponsored by Simon Malls.  Juliana and the other members of  

Ms. Caputo’s writing workshop class wrote essays “showing” how 
ordinary people embodied heroic characters.  Juliana wrote an essay 
about her mother’s fight with cancer.  Thankfully, Juliana’s mother is 
now cancer-free.  Juliana has been awarded a $100 gift certificate to 
a local Simon Mall. 

Congratulations to the Girls’ Cross Country Team! 

The team completed their undefeated season with a win on November 
2nd at the Nassau County Cross Country Carnival.  Over twelve teams 
and nearly 150 girls competed in the race.  Way to go! 

Congratulations to Dr. Judith Hecker: 

Dr. Judith Hecker co-wrote the German Language version of a book 
for Proficiency Press Co. entitled Hallo! Hier bin ich!  It is a book of 
exercises for the 8th-9th grades.  Frau Hecker represented Garden City 
at the annual ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages) Conference in Salt Lake City.  As Long Island chapter 
president, she also attended the chapter Presidents’ Assembly of the 



American Association of Teachers of German.  Long Island has one of 
the most active chapters in the country. 

“Home of the Free” 8th Grade Photojournalism project: 

Mrs. DeLaricheliere has shown outstanding leadership and direction 
in participation in the 8th grade Photojournalism project done in 
conjunction with Pulitzer Prize winner David Hume Kennerly and the 
New York Historical Society in Manhattan.  Quite an accomplishment 
for Mrs. De Laricheliere and her students because Garden City Middle 
School is proud to announce that it has three winning photographs 
which are now on display at the Historical Society. This is Beth’s third 
year teaching Art at the Middle School and Photography at the High 
School and she is an alumnus of both.   

David Hume Kennerly, a Pulitzer Prize winning photographer, has 
been photographing world leaders and major historical events for 
nearly 30 years.  He taught the students about this style of art and 
was one of the many judges to critique the photographs.  Out of over 
450 pictures submitted only 64 were chosen to display alongside Mr. 
Kennerly’s work – Three are the work of our students!  In addition, he 
chose one more of their photos to be a part of a montage. 

Congratulations to everyone involved. Check out this exciting exhibit 
to January 19th at the New York Historical Society in Manhattan. 

Students who participated: Kyle Kufs, Colleen Gearns, Caitlin Justice, 
Chris Gallagher, and Zach Zelman.   

8th grade students who participated in the “Home of the Free” 
photojournalism project will have their work displayed at the New 
York Historical Society! 

This project was designed to teach students about photography while 
researching local government.   

    Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers: 

Every two years members of the Academic Community are 
recognized for educational excellence.  Below are members of our 
staff that are honored in this year’s edition of Who’s Who Among  
America’s Teachers 2002.   

Lenora  Bell 

Michael  Guido 

Margaret  Gullotta 

Judith Hecker 



Linda  Kastner 

Nicholas Monastero 

Thomas Schenkel 

Thomas  Snipe 

Mariangela  Sorace 

This is a great honor because these teachers have been chosen by 
their community as the most influential educators within the school. 

7th Grade Trip to Museum of Modern Art 

MOMA has moved to Queens and on October 25, 2002, sixth and 
seventh graders boarded a Garden City school bus and visited the 
temporary MOMA for a look at the works of Van Gogh, Cezanne and 
Picasso.  The trip ended with a McDonald’s lunch close to school.  It 
was a first trip to MOMA for many of the 7th graders and a memorable 
one. The children were given a fun assignment during their visit.   

 


